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The Air Force activated the Profession of Arms Center of Excellence at JBSA-Randolph on March 2. The 
center, which falls under Air Education and Training Command, focuses on military professionalism and is 
part of an initiative set forth by former Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel last year, according to a March 12 
base release. "The overriding purpose of PACE is to make our 695,000 airmen better in execution of war 
fighting," said AETC boss Gen. Robin Rand during a March 11 ceremony recognizing the new center. "What 
we start today will become legendary for the Air Force." The center is focused on four professionalism 
goals: "inspire a strong commitment to the profession of arms, promote the right mindset to enhance 



effectiveness and trust, foster relationships that strengthen an environment of trust, and enhance a 
culture of shared identity, dignity, and respect," states the release. Col. Jeffrey Smith is the first PACE 
director. "We need to lead our airmen well," said Smith. "We need to bring our people to a better state 
tomorrow than where we are today."2015 
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